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Senator David P* Durenberger 
U,S. Senate 
Washington, D.G. 

Dear Senator Durenberger, 

This letter is prompted by Charles Babcock's story in today's Post# 

Please excuse the api)earance of this letter, I am aging, unwell and cannot sit 

squarely before the typewriter. 

Based on personal experience as a Batin Ajneilcan expert in World Wai^ II and 
personal observations of a long life I believe that our "troubles" in Central 
America, as reported in all the media, lack an overview and an evaluation of all 
the possible consequences of what we do and do not do. 

It is a basic and serious error to believe, pretend or act as though anything 
this country does for is done in its name) has consequences that are limited to 
El Salvador or Nicaragua. All peoples and governments are influenced, most of all 
in Latin America, 

Prior to the organizational meeting of the United Nations in San Francisco 
the western hemisphere nations had their own meeting in Chapultapec, Mexico, In 
preparation for the Chapultapec meeting a lengthy and detailed paper on the 
Argentine dictatorship, which was clearly fascist and pro-^azi^was prepared for 
Nelson Rockefeller's use. He was then an undersecretary or assistant secretary 
of State, I was in charge of the economic section off that study. Rockefeller 
decided not to use this study and not to oppose the admission of the Argentine 
dictatorship. 

After nothing was done to compel Rockefeller to adher to ixjlicy at Chapultapec 
it was decided to update this study and use it at San Francisco to bar the Argentine 
dictatorship from the UN, I was placed in charge of the military section and began 
work on it before giving the entire project any thought. After thinking about it I 
decided that this was bad policy, would be hurtful to our interests, that I could 
not in gooff eonscience be part of it, and I asked to be relieved o^ my responsibilities 
and I was. What I saw and then thought was obvious is what happened. The United 
States was charged with "Yanqui Imperialism" throughout ^atin America, and not only 
by the Communists, 

Rockefeller's error was in supporting any government that was antiCommunist, He 
oould have supported Hitler on this basis. State's subsequent error was in trying to 
undo what could not be undone. It was also an affront to those who followed our 
policy at Chapul tepee. All we did was worsen a bad mist^dco. 

At about the same time captured German^l and Italian records were crossing my 
desk. Among these was the letter to Mussolini frora his ambassador in Nacaragua^ 
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in which bo reported Samoza'e personal request that Mussolini write him about 
Mussolini's way, which Samosa wanted to follow. To the best of my knowledge, this 
selfMiescription by that Samoza is still suppressed by the State Department. He, 
too, was a. anti-Communist as Hitler or Mussolini. Thereafter the Samoza's were 
supported by the United States. This was no more than consistent with the fixing 
of their murderous dictatorship on Nicaragua by the United States. 

In turn, this is consistent with a sad and long history of United States support 
for oust about every right-wing dictatorship in batin America, all proclaiming them, 
selves as anti-Communist. And they all earned popular hatred, domestically and to a 
large degree internationally# 

Although this United States policy was ideally suited to exploitation by the 
Communists, without that exploitatior^ the incredibly impoveriihed peoples of 
latin America knew that the United States made possible and in some instances was 
responsible for their suffering and the denial of their natural and Idgitimate 

aspirations • 

But policy did not change when efforts were made to overthrow^ these dictator 
ships. We fixed another dictatorship on Guatemala by overthrowing its elected 
government, which we called Communist when it wasn't, (in this we had the help of 
the Dominican dictatoi^, Trujillo.) Hfforts to ruin the Cuban economy under Castro 
gave him no alternative to tgming to the USSR. After the end of the Dominican 
dictatorship and a democratic election the United States again intervened on the 
side of the military which abrogated the results of that election - in the name of 
anti-Comnainism. Now in Nicaragua and El Salvador the United States pursues the dame 
counterproductive policies, the policies which so drastically limit the options of 
those who ended these dictatorships* 

In school in the 1920a I was taught that Sandino was a "bandit." To moat 

Nacaraguans hs was more like tlieir George Washington. 

What the United States really needs most from these countries is not submission 
to United States policy but their friendship. The only way we can get their friend- 
ship is to earn it, by leaving them alone and by providing needed economic help 
without strings attached. It may take some time for them to go their own ways, 
but if we try# to make them go our way, we drive them the opposite way. None of 
these peoples want to be dominated by any others, the United States, the USSR or 
Cuba. But the more we try to dominate them and to ruin their economies Im that 
•Wort the more certain it becomes that they'll turn for help where they can get 
it I ©specially to tho USSil and to Cuba# 
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The inevitable consequence of United States policy is to guarantee one 
extreme or the other throughout Latin America* It turns much of the rest of the world 
against ua* In each country in which we intervene we creite popular support for the 
regimes we do not like. 

Tile mining of Nicaraguan harbors and the destruction of its energy deposits 
are worse than illegal and. immoral. They are counterproductive. They also are 
merely the symptoms. The disease is bad policy. 

In making these long-suffering people suffer even more we lose the real 
requirement of our real national security, their friendship. 

We eilao preclude the emergence of any genuinely democratic systems. 

The only possibility of non-Uommunist societies and governments in “^atin 
America lies in permitting the opportunity for democracy to develop and emerge# 

The most certain means of preventing this is to drive these countries to seek 
the help tliey so urgently need as a result of our acts and policies from the 
USSR and Cuba# 

The more the world is polarized the more it becomes essential. to adopt and 
pursue polities that can succeed. Genuine anti-Gommunism requires a viable 
alternative, which dictatorships of the right are not and cannot be# It also 
requires people in intelligence who understand this ^d do not make it impossible. 

Today's CIA is the clone of those who embra^d all who said they were anti- 
Communist, those who so often were tlie disciples of Hitler and Mussolini or 
held similar beliefs. They are the dedicated wrong, sincere and genuine, without 
doubt, but quite wrong, as in the Guatemala overthrow, which created a new and 
repressivo dictatorship# 

The world is not a; simple as they see it# How simple? Another story from the 

past. 

When the CIA was first created democratic elements in the Paraguayan army 
made an unsuccessful effort to rid the country of the Morinigo dictatorship, 
with the successor to which the country is still saddled. There were two major 
parties, liberal and conservative, each known by a color, Colorado, or red, and 
bianco, or white# The CIA turned out a report referring to the Colorado party as 
red# It actually was thd conservative party# The wliites were not red, either, 
but they were the possibility of an alternative to red or military dictatorship# 

Change will not come easily or rapidly. It has no chance of coming at all 
without the formulation and pursuit of a realistic policy that makes it possible, 
and this possibility is remote as long as the kinds of minds responsible for the 
present catastrophic situation have any influence on policy or the "intelligence” 
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on which policy is based. 

What this really means is that the Congress will have to be better informed 
and have sources of infonaation outside the intelligence agencies. 

personal experience tells me that those who do not support wrong or bad 
policy have little chance of surviving, especially if they are proven to have 
been right. 
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